284                       ISLAND OF BALI

held in rotation every day in one of the villages that work in

groups of three.

Other date names are used mainly for magic and religious
purposes, making of the calendar a science so complicated in
itself that it is practised mainly by specialists, generally the
Brahmanic priests and witch-doctors, who, by the ownership
of intricate charts (tilca) with secret symbols painted on paper
or carved in wood, and of palm-leaf manuscripts (wariga) by
which the lucky or unlucky dates are located, make the people
dependent on them for this purpose, because the Balinese are
obliged to consult them for good dates for every special under-
taking and have to pay for the consultation.

Galunggan. Nyepf is the acknowledged New Year feast of the
solar-lunar year, but the Balinese celebrate another " new year"
in the great holiday of galunggan, when the ancestral spirits
come down to earth to dwell again in the homes of their descend-
ants. The ancestors supposedly arrive five days before the day
of galunggan, receive many offerings, and go back to heaven
after ten days, five days before kminggan, the feast of all souls.

Every home and all implements were provided with offerings
for galunggan, the old utensils renewed and the baskets washed.
On all the roads, at the gate of every home, tall penyors were
erected, meant perhaps to be seen from the summits of the
mountains where the gods dwell, together with a little bamboo
altar from which hung a lamafc, one of those beautiful mosaics
on long strips of palm-leaf. For this occasion the lamalcs were
over thirty feet long and had to hang from the tops of the coco-
nut trees.

Everybody wore new clothes and the whole of Bali went out
for a great national picnic. Everywhere there were women with
offerings on their heads and many old men dressed for the occa-
sion in old-fashioned style, gold kris and all, although with an
incongruous imported undershirt. The younger generation pre-
ferred to tear all over the island in open motor-cars, packed like